CST 126 - Lab 3

(Chapter 3)

Name:








Date:

Learning Objectives

1. To examine your search path and the value of the path variable.

2. To practice ways of changing your shell.

3. To learn about shell startup files and shell environment variables.

4. To practice using shell metacharacters (special characters).
5. To practice a simple shell script.

Lab Work

1. Work through the Chapter 3 tutorial in your textbook.

2. Log on to your UNIX system.

3. To find the search path your system looks at the value stored in the PATH variable to determine where the default shell finds programs, external commands or shell scripts, type echo $PATH .Write your default search path:

4. In UNIX, to execute a program, command or shell script, you type the command on the command line, possibly with options or arguments, and then press <Enter>. Given this procedure, if a program, command, or shell script is available on the system, but when you type its name on the command line, you get an error message saying that the program, command, or shell script does not exist, what do you think the problem is?

5. How would you find out which shell you were using by default?  (No, you would not ask your instructor.)  What command would show you that information?
6. For your default shell, what is the name of the startup configuration file? (Hint: Run the ls –al command in your home directory and look at the files that start with a dot.)
7. What does the system administrator suggest we do if you want to add customization to the .profile file specific to your login?  Hint: Read the header at the top of the .profile file.
8. Which shells are available on this system?  (Hint:  examine /etc/shells)
9. How do you change the default prompt for your default (ksh) shell? 
10. To experiment with this option, change the default shell prompt for your login shell. What command did you use and what did you change it to?

11. What is the purpose of the man pages?

12. How are redirection pipes used when executing commands with utilities?

13. Just to have some scripting fun, create a shell script based on the following directions:  (This is very similar to what you did in the tutorial activity for the chapter.)
a.  At the prompt within your home directory, type the following command to create a new file:  $ cat > workday
b. Add the appropriate commands to the script that outputs: the files in your home directory, the current date, and the monthly calendar for June 2006.  
c. Make sure you set the permissions for the workday file so that it is executable.

d. Execute the script by using the source command or typing ./workday
Provide a screenshot of the complete workday script.  
Provide a screenshot of the output when the script is executed
